The purpose of the study is to investigate and analyzed the current status of a dental hygiene curriculum according to the dental hygienist competency. Methods: The study subjects were 59 courses in the department of dental hygiene in G University from April 1 to May 30, 2015. Except for liberal arts, 51 courses were finally selected and analyzed for the relationship between the curriculum and competency. For each course, systematic reviews were made by subject name, core competency, achievement goals, lecture hours, weekly themes, and learning goals. Three experts in the dental hygiene evaluated and analyzed the association of competency and goals. Results: Each course was operated by the goal from one to twenty two competencies of dental hygiene. Achieving one item of competency in a course required 13 hours on the average from minimum 2 hours to maximum 30 hours. More than 20 courses were operated and more than 900 hours were necessary for achieving the competency. The competency included the contents of 'Be able to utilize basic medical and dental knowledge in dental hygiene care and patient care' among the dental hygiene competencies. Conclusions: Competency based dental hygiene education will provide theoretical background for defining the identity of dental hygienist as a health care worker and to encourage professionals who contribute to the recognition of healthy society. Further research should be continued for improving the competency-based dental hygiene curriculum and education methods for implementing the curriculum within the paradigm of health care services.
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Core Specific Professio -nalism Professional behavior P1 Be able to commit and serve for protecting the dignity of human lives and promoting the health of mankind.
P2 Be able to continue public health activities as an expert, and accumulate related evidence.
P3 Have critical thinking on the general situation of the public health/medical circle and be able to apply evidence-based problem solving methods to the situation P4 Be able to acquire and utilize the latest information through critical and scientific thinking. P5 Be able to show professional character and behavior in the field of dental services.
P6 Be able to perform adequate self-evaluation for life-long education on the job. Ethical decision making P7 Be able to know and apply ethical principles related to dental services and research.
P8 Be able to keep patients' rights and secrets, to explain dental treatment and dental hygiene care, and to get prior consent.
P9 Have knowledge about judicial, legislative, and administrative procedures and policies related to dental services. P10 Know concepts related to laws and regulations when executing an oral health program.
Evidence-based decision making and problem solving P11 Be able to select subjects of dental hygiene research based on the research paradigm of the public health/medical circle.
P12 Be able to search and review relevant literature for surveying the latest clinical knowledge and the current state of public health.
P13 Be able to select and apply adequate tools for research. P14 Be able to analyze and interpret the results of research statistically. P15 Be able to derive the clinical and policy implications of research results, and to present the results officially to the public.
Communi -cation
Communi -cation C1 Have knowledge about the psychological development of patients/clients. C2 Be able to interact with patients and their families, colleagues, superiors, and other public health professionals through communication skills.
Clinical Dentistry Clinical dental hygiene D1 Be able to have basic medical knowledge and dental clinical knowledge, and utilize the knowledge in dental hygiene care processes.
D2 Be able to collect general, environmental, cultural and social information with the consent of patients/clients to the collection of personal information, and find factors influencing oral health. D3 Be able to collect information on patients'/clients' systemic disease history, dental care history, and family history, and find factors influencing oral health.
D4 Be able to assess the level of psychological anxiety and dental fear in patients/clients. D5 Be able to identify the risk factors of oral disease by investigating patients'/clients' oral health-related knowledge, attitude, and behavior. D6 Be able to conduct comprehensive examinations including extraoral and intraoral clinical, oral hygiene, periodontal, radiographic assessment, and assessment of dentition, record the results in a proper way, and identify the risk factors of oral disease.
D7 Be able to find patients'/clients' needs related to oral health based on collected information, and make a dental hygiene judgment.
D8 Be able to assess the current health status and potential problems, and make dental hygiene plans together with patients/clients and set priority of the plans. D9 Be able to distinguish between items for professional care and for self care based on dental hygiene assessment and judgment, and make plans of dental hygiene care and education.
D10 Be able to explain the plans of dental hygiene care and education to patients/clients and finalize the plans by obtaining their consent. D11 Be able to refer oral health problems beyond the dental hygiene care process to experts under the patients'/clients' consent.
D12 Be able to control patients'/clients' pain and fear during dental hygiene care. D13 Be able to know and implement the scientific principles of disinfection/sterilization for the prevention of cross-infection during dental hygiene care.
D14 Be able to perform dental hygiene interventions for preventing oral diseases. D15 Be able to perform customized oral health education based on professional knowledge and techniques.
D16 Be able to execute emergency care on the occurrence of a medical emergency situation in patients/clients. D17 Be able to measure and interpret changes in patients'/clients' oral health status using right indexes and tools for evaluating oral health status.
D18 Be able to evaluate the outcome of a dental hygiene intervention and patients'/clients' satisfaction with the outcome based on the patients'/clients' statements and behavioral changes. D19 Be able to execute care plans, care requests, and continuous care programs steadily based on the contents of dental hygiene evaluation.
Clinical practice D20 Be able to have basic medical knowledge and dental clinical knowledge, and utilize the knowledge in patient care processes.
D21 Be able to know and implement the scientific principles of disinfection/sterilization for the prevention of cross-infection during patient care processes.
D22 Be able to assess the level of anxiety and dental fear in patients, and lower the level of anxiety and fear during patient care processes. D23 Be able to understand the basic principles of dental radiography, and take and develop radiographic images for oral diagnosis. D24 Be able to perform tasks for effective dental services such as impression taking, installation and removal of temporary attachments, temporary filling and removal, ligation and removal of orthodontic wires.
D25 Be able to perform patient management and oral health education related to dental services.
Hospital management D26 Be able to utilize various media including Hangeul Word Processor(HWP), Excel, and PowerPoint.
D27 Be able to claim dental health insurance. D28 Be able to establish a relationship of trust and exercise leadership among the members of the organization.
Community and health promotion Community and health promotion H1 Be able to have and apply principles of dental public health and theoretical knowledge of oral epidemiology.
H2 Be able to approach health and oral health problems of community through collecting various types of data.
H3 Be able to evaluate the oral health needs of community, available resources, and the quality and accessibility of services. H4 Be able to plan the details (purposes, goals, strategies, etc.) of community-based oral health promotion programs.
H5 Be able to execute a community-based oral health promotion program systematically based on evidence-based strategic contents. H6 Be able to execute community oral health education in consideration of clients' characteristics according to life cycle. H7 Be able to select and apply indexes and methods for evaluating community-based oral health promotion programs. 
* Dental Hygiene Competencies
Each Subtotal General education Medical and Voluntary service 3 5.8 60 60 20 Management in Dental hygiene Health Insurance and Practice 2 3.8 45 135 23 Management in Dental Hygiene 10 19.2 30 3 Law and Dental Hygiene Care 2 3.8 30 15 Ethics in Dental Hygiene 3 5.8 30 10 Education in Dental hygiene Educational Dental Hygiene 2 3.8 45 195 23 Introduction to Education 3 5.8 30 10 Advenced practice in dental hygiene education 1 1.9 30 30 Behavioral Dental Science and Practice Ⅰ 5 9.
